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Welcome Edger! 
 
Thank you for signing up to go Over The Edge for River Bend Nature Center! We are thrilled to have 
you on board and have your help fulfilling our mission of connecting people to the natural 
environment of Texas. 
 
So, you’ve decided to go Over The Edge- Now what?!  
The Edger Tool Kit will provide you with everything that you need to prepare for your heroic 
adventure, as well as aid you in your fundraising efforts.  
 
Edger Tool Kit Includes: 
  
Over The Edge Details- Page 3 
Your donors might think you’re a little crazy for committing to go Over The Edge for River Bend 
Nature Center but you certainly aren’t alone. Check out our event details for more information.  
 
Why Go Over The Edge? - Page 4 
Includes River Bend Nature Center facts and figures to include in your donation requests. 
 
Steps to Becoming a Successful Edger- Page 5 
How to go Over The Edge in 4 easy steps! Remember that River Bend is here to help you succeed! 
 
Fundraising Levels & How Can People Donate? - Page 6 
 
Fundraising 101- Pages 7-12 
Detailed information about how to fundraise. Includes tips, worksheets, fundraising ideas, and more! 
 
Sample Letters, Emails, and Social Media Posts- Pages 13-15 
Use these templates when writing a letter, email, or posting on social media. Tailor it to your 
audience and include facts about your personal involvement with River Bend Nature Center.  
 
OTE FAQ’s Page 16-17 
Got questions? We have answers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact Jennica Lambert, for more personalized help or for answers to any of your questions. 

Phone: 940-767-0843 
Email: Jhowes@riverbendnaturecenter.org 

mailto:Jhowes@riverbendnaturecenter.org
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Over The Edge Details 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Event Day and Times:  
 
Friday, September 21nd, 2018 (Media Day) 1 pm – 4 pm  
Saturday, September 22nd, 2018 (Edger Rappel Day) 8 am - 5 pm 
Rappelers will be assigned a rappel time, see what to expect document on website. 
 
Building Address:  
 
Big Blue (First Wichita Building) 
Downtown Wichita Falls - 719 Scott Ave., Wichita Falls, TX 76301 
 
What is Over The Edge?  
 
Over The Edge is a special events company that provides signature events for non-
profit organizations around the world. Business leaders, individuals, and 
community members are invited to raise donations in exchange for the experience 
of going Over The Edge of a prominent building. This unique event generates front 
page news, raises thousands of dollars and provides participants with a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. Over The Edge is responsible for all technical aspects of the 
event including the insurance, professional staff, and rappelling equipment. Their 
mission is to create a legacy with a 10-year goal to help non-profit organizations 
throughout North America raise $50 million dollars. 
 
Who can be an Edger?  
 
Anyone with a desire to support a worthy cause and enough courage to go Over 
The Edge is welcomed to participate! There are a few requirements: Participants 
must weigh between 100 and 300 lbs., and raise a minimum of $1,000. No prior 
experience is necessary- just enough courage to go Over The Edge of Big Blue! 
 

  

Age Requirement 

 

None! 

(Under 18 years old need 

parent or guardian to 

sign waiver) 

Weight Requirement (100 

lbs. is the lowest weight but 

110 is preferred) 

 

100- 300lbs 

# of Rappel Spots Available 90 

Minimum Fundraising 

Amount to Secure a Rappel 

Spot, due by Sept. 22 

 

$1,000 

How many stories you will 

you be rappelling 

12 

Quick Over The Edge Facts 
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Why Go Over The Edge? 
All donations raised during the Over The Edge fundraiser will go 

directly to River Bend Nature Center. 
 
RBNC’s mission is to connect people to the natural environment of Texas.  
RBNC’s vision: Through educational activities and events, River Bend Nature Center promotes 
the value of environmental awareness and conservation to students, families, and their 
communities. 
 
Here are some RBNC facts to include in letters and donation requests. 

 
Top Ten Reasons to Support RBNC 

1. Support from donors like you has kept RBNC serving the community for over 20 years. 
2. RBNC changes lives by providing powerful experiences for people of all ages and 

backgrounds by connecting them with nature and science. 
3. RBNC serves over 40,000 visitors a year, with 45% coming from outside of Wichita Falls. 

4. RBNC is recognized as a top tourist attraction with TripAdvisor and AAA. 
5. RBNC provides one-on-one experiences with nature through the guidance of friendly and 

knowledgeable docents and field guides. 

6. Last year, RBNC provided environmental education to over 20,000 students from 32 
school districts in 13 counties. 

7. RBNC collaborates with fellow non-profits and businesses to better serve our community. 

8. RBNC is open year-round, seven days a week, closing only for major holidays. 
9. RBNC feeds and provide habitats for over 100 live exhibits. 

10. RBNC needs your support to maintain our 20-acre environmental education facility 
 

Here's what your donation to River Bend Nature Center can do 

$25 feeds RBNC turtles for one week  
$30 keeps Rex the Roadrunner fed for two 
weeks 

$50 provides a one-hour Eco-Kit traveling 
science program   

$75 provides a one-hour Creature Feature 
traveling animal presentation 
$100 sends a child to Camp River Bend for 

one week 
$150 feeds over one hundred live exhibits 
for a week 

$250 fills Peyton’s Place Butterfly Enclosure with butterflies for one week  
$500 maintains the natural environment of RBNC’s twenty-acre facility for one week 
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Steps to Becoming a Successful Edger 
 
Step #1  
After registering for Over The Edge on our website, create your fundraising website, visit: 
http://bit.ly/RBNC_OTE. Take advantage of this opportunity to personalize your page!  
 
Step #2  
Share, share, share!  Use your fundraising page links on the left-hand side of your page to 
email it to your family and friends, or to put it on social media. You can also copy and paste 
your specific URL for your fundraising page into emails, flyers, social media, etc. Let your 
family, friends, and co-workers know of your commitment to go Over The Edge for River 
Bend Nature Center and how they can support your heroic fundraising adventure! Each 
Edger will need to collect a minimum of $1,000 to participate. The most efficient way to 
have individuals support your efforts is through the quick, easy, and secure manner of your 
fundraising page; however, they are more than welcome to donate offline (just make sure 
the money/checks gets turned into the RBNC office with your name so we can add it to your 
total).  
 

Step #3  
Reach your goal of $1,000! Even though the 
fundraising minimum for Over The Edge is 
$1,000, that does not mean that you should 
stop there! There are incentives to raise more! 
Over The Edge is a fun way to raise as much 
funds and awareness for River Bend Nature 
Center as possible. You will captivate the 
attention of our community by going Over The 
Edge, now stun them with the amount of 
money you can raise for a good cause! Once 
you have secured at least the minimum of 
$1,000 to participate, you will be contacted to 
schedule your rappel time. If you want to 
guarantee your spot, you can fill out a credit 
card guarantee form. 
 
Step #4  
Don’t be overwhelmed and remember to have 
fun! Remember that River Bend Nature Center 
is here to help you in your fundraising efforts. 
We want you to succeed and go Over The 
Edge!  
 
 

If at any time you need more  
personalized support, let us know!  

Email Jhowes@riverbendnaturecenter.org 
 
 
 

 

http://bit.ly/RBNC_OTE
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Fundraising Levels 
 

Top Fundraising Individual and Team- Private Party at RBNC with       
Live Butterfly Release! 

$2,500- Receive a Personalized Video of your OTE experience, from 
strapping up to rappelling down Big Blue! 

$2,000- Get an OTE Jacket and a GoPro Video of rappel 

$1,500- Get an OTE Hat and a GoPro Video of rappel 

$1,000- Secure your rappel spot (and a T-shirt and Swag Bag!) 

Higher levels include lower level perks! 
 
How Can People Donate? 
 
 
• Direct people to your secure fundraising website to accept credit card donations, create 

one here: http://bit.ly/RBNC_OTE 
• Collect checks made payable to: 

River Bend Nature Center, and have your name on the check memo line! 
• Collect cash & convert to a money order (please do not mail cash.) Use this worksheet at 

the end of this document to collect cash and check donations. 
 

How do I submit my donations? 
 
 
Donations made on your fundraising page will automatically be credited to your account. 
 
Mail or deliver checks, or money orders to: 
 
River Bend Nature Center 
P.O. 3674 
Wichita Falls, TX 76301 

 
All money raised is considered a donation to River Bend Nature Center and is 
non-refundable. If you or someone on your team does not wish to rappel on 
event day, you may offer a replacement to rappel in his/her place provided 

appropriate waivers are signed and they have registered on the site with RBNC 
staff. 

 
 
 

http://bit.ly/RBNC_OTE
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Fundraising 101 

 
Fundraising for River Bend Nature will help support our mission of connecting 
people to the natural environment of Texas. The fundraising minimum for Over The 
Edge 2018 is $1,000 but that does not mean that you should stop there! Over The 
Edge is about creating as much awareness and funds for River Bend Nature Center 
as possible. We will captivate the attention of our community by rappelling off Big 
Blue, now let’s stun them with the amount of money we can raise for a good cause! 
 
 
 

GET STARTED NOW! 
The biggest thing to remember with fundraising is that the sooner you get started, 

the sooner you will see donations come in! 
 

Follow these easy steps to ensure you meet and exceed your goal: 
 

1. Set up your fundraising website visit: http://bit.ly/RBNC_OTE 
2. Spread the word by email, letters, and social media 
3. Send out reminders 
4. Throw a fundraiser; what’s a better excuse to have a party! 

 
 
 

1. WEBSITE 
When you registered for Over The Edge, you were sent an email to set up your 
fundraising website. To create your website, visit: http://bit.ly/RBNC_OTE 
 
Here are some suggestions: 
 
• Personalize your website. Add a picture, a video, and a short paragraph on 

what you’re doing, feel free to edit the text and add your own story. 
• Be sure to note that donations are 100% tax deductible! 
• Put up a fundraising goal. The minimum is $1,000 but there is nothing 

stopping you from raising more money. Set your own goal and encourage 
people to help you reach it!  

• You only need to raise $1,000 but participants that exceed the fundraising 
minimum will be rewarded with incentives along the way! 

• Add an incentive for people to donate. Make donating a contest for your 
friends and family. For example: Let people know that for every $25 they donate, 
they will be entered in a drawing for a prize. Be creative, offer to bake cookies 
or cheesecake, raffle off tickets to a game you can’t attend, give away a bottle of 
wine you’ve been holding onto, etc.  

 
2. SPREAD THE WORD 

Once your website is set up, you are going to want to share that link with everyone 
you know! Your website has some great tools to connect your page to everything 
you do, check out the links on the left-hand side of the page. The fastest and 
easiest way to start is to send out an email to everyone in your address book and 
share your page on your social media websites. You may also consider mailing 

http://bit.ly/RBNC_OTE
http://bit.ly/RBNC_OTE
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letters to your friends and family! 
 
Write a good Email or Letter 
 
To make sure that your friends and family know what a great cause you’re 
supporting, follow these simple steps to write a great email or letter! 
 

• Introduction-let people know what you’re doing…that your planning on 
going Over The Edge to support the mission of River Bend Nature 
Center to connect people to the natural environment of Texas. 
✓ Be sure to include information about River Bend Nature Center & 
where the money goes (see page 5) 
✓ Include your reason for supporting River Bend Nature Center & if 
you are rappelling in honor or in memory of someone 

• “The Ask” or request for a donation is important. Make sure you 
specifically request help reaching your goal by asking for a donation. To 
donate online the minimum donation is only $5. Every dollar helps! 
✓ Let people know how to donate (either through your webpage or 
include a self-addressed envelope if you’re mailing letters) 
✓ Tell them donations are 100% tax deductible, and they will receive 
a tax receipt 

• Include a personal fundraising deadline so people don’t put off 
donating (remember, funds must be raised by Sep. 22nd!) 

• Closing & Thank you 
 

See examples at the end of this tool kit! 
 
Add a Donor Incentives! 
 
Think about creating a donor incentive such as… 

• If you reach your goal by a certain date you will rappel in a costume 
• Your Top Donor gets to pick your costume 
• For every donation of $100 or more you will add their name to your event day 

shirt 
 
The possibilities are endless. Remember, be creative and have fun! 
 
Add your own sponsor levels 
 

• Floor sponsors and donations 
o Divide the number of floors into your minimum amount raised. 

Example: $1000/12 floors, approx. $84 pledge per floor 
• Feet sponsors 

o Same as floors, except use the height of the building in feet. 
Example: $1000/300 feet, approx. $3 per foot 

• Corporate donations -don’t forget you can even ask local businesses to 
support you 

• Office campaigns & fundraisers. You can put together some mini-
fundraisers to benefit your cause such as: 

o Bake sale – sell cookies or baked goods at your office 
o BBQ fundraiser (charge for lunch or ask for donations) 
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* If asking for offline donations make sure to instruct your 
donors to write your name on the check memo line! 

o Baskets – keep a donation plate on your desk or in a common area 
o Challenge: have a peer in another department go Over The Edge 

with you and see who can raise the most money, or whoever raises 
the most gets to go Over The Edge. For execs, challenge other 
departments or challenge an exec from another company! 

 
 
Don’t forget to ask about company matches 
 

• Ask all your donors if their company matches charitable donations.  If 
they do, ask them to submit their donation to be matched. 

 
• See if your own company will match your donations or the total funds 

you raise. If they only match employee giving, get as many of your co-
workers to give as much as possible and don’t forget to apply to get your 
registration fee matched! 

 
 

EMAILS, LETTERS, or SOCIAL MEDIA? 
Email is the fastest way to get your online fundraising website information out to all 

your family and friends. It is also a great tool for sending event updates and 
reminder emails. Letters take a bit more time but can be really effective at letting 
people know how serious you are about reaching your goal to go Over The Edge. 

Social media is another useful tool for getting the word out. Ideally, use all three! 
 

Some people will respond better to a letter, knowing you took the time to write 
and mail one. Others may prefer the ease of simply clicking on a link in an email or 

Facebook to donate online. Many people will need more than one request to 
donate, so it’s okay to send your invitation to donate via both online and in a letter. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Use Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Blogging 
 
Social media is a great way to self-promote! Connect with people who you would 
normally not be in regular contact with and let them know you are fundraising. 
You can link your fundraising website to Facebook, twitter and more. 
 

• Update your FB status with your website link (use the FB icon on your 
page, you can also Tweet, Email, and post on Google + with your site.) 

• Tweet your web link to let people know what you are doing. 
• Start a fan page on FB and invite all your “friends” to be a fan. 
• Be sure to include your fundraising page web link on your fan 

page and send out periodic updates. You can also update your donors 
by emailing them directly from your website, see “How to Set-up and 
Use Your Website” video for more information. 

• Start a blog that chronicles your journey to the top of the Big Blue! 
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Who do you know? 
 
The key to building a successful fundraising campaign depends on asking 
everyone you know for support. Start with your phone and email contacts, address 
book, cell phone numbers, holiday card lists, wedding invitations, or party invite 
lists. Think about everyone that your life touches and ask him or her to donate. If 
you spend money someplace regularly like the dry cleaner, salon, child care, dog 
walker…don’t be afraid to let them know you’re fundraising for a great cause. They 
value your business! 
 
The list of people you know just might surprise you! Use this helpful tool to remind 
yourself just how many people you know! 
 

Who Is/Are My … 
Parents_______________________ 
Grandparents_______________________ 
Brothers_______________________ 
Sisters_______________________ 
Aunts_______________________ 
Uncles_______________________ 
Cousins_______________________ 
Brothers-in-Law_______________________ 
Sisters-in-Law_______________________ 
Accountant_______________________ 
Aerobics Instructor_______________________ 
Alterations–Clothing_______________________ 
Antique Dealer_______________________ 
Appraiser_______________________ 
Architect_______________________ 
Attorney_______________________ 
Auctioneer_______________________ 
Auditor_______________________ 
Babysitter_______________________ 
Baker_______________________ 
Bartender_______________________ 
Beautician_______________________ 
Bookkeeper_______________________ 
Bus Driver_______________________ 
Butcher_______________________ 
Carpenter_______________________ 
Carpet Cleaner_______________________ 
Caterer_______________________ 
Chiropractor_______________________ 
Dentist_______________________ 
Bank Teller_______________________ 
Best Man_______________________ 
Bridesmaids_______________________ 
Children’s Friends’ Parents___________________ 
Children’s Teachers_______________________ 
College Friends_______________________ 
Congressman or Woman_____________________ 
Editor _______________________ 
Farmer_______________________ 
Federal Express Carrier______________________ 
Fire Chief_______________________  

Flight Attendant_______________________ 
Electrician_______________________ 
Engineer_______________________ 
Engraver_______________________     
Exterminator______________________ 
Financial Planner_______________________  
Funeral Director_______________________  
Interior Decorator_______________________ 
Notary_______________________ 
Nurse_______________________ 
Nutritionist _______________________ 
Office Cleaner_______________________     
Optometrist_______________________   
Painter_______________________ 
Pharmacist_______________________ 
Photographer  _______________________ 
Physical Therapist_______________________  
Physician (Family) _______________________  
Physician (Dermatologist) __________________ 
Physician (OB-GYN) ______________________ 
Physician (etc.) _______________________ 
Piano Instructor _______________________ 
Plumber_______________________ 
Police Officer_______________________ 
Psychologist_______________________ 
Psychotherapist _______________________ 
Publisher _______________________ 
Recruiter _______________________ 
Security Guard _______________________ 
Veterinarian_______________________ 
Judge_______________________ 
Lifeguard_______________________ 
Mailman_______________________  
Military Friends_______________________ 
 Model_______________________  
Neighbors_______________________  
People from Past Jobs_____________________ 
People You Grew Up with_______________________  
Play Bridge with_______________________  
Play Sports with_______________________  
High School Friends_______________________ 
Fraternity/Sorority Friends_________________ 
 



11 
 

 
 

3. REMIND PEOPLE 
People often need to be exposed to something 3-5 times before they react. Don’t 
be afraid to send out a reminder email to let people know you are still fundraising. 
Layer your approaches. Use email, letters, and social media to let people know 
that you are still raising funds to go Over The Edge this fall! 
 

• Send reminders. Keep a list of those who send in donations. Send a 
reminder to those who have not yet donated. Sometimes, reminder 
letters are more successful than original letters for bringing in donations. 

• Send updates. It is always important to send updates on your progress 
and your goals to your entire list, those who have responded to previous 
communication AND those who have not. 

• Send a “thank you” card or email. “Thanks” is a powerful word. See 
samples at the end of this tool kit. It is nice to receive a note 
acknowledging the importance of a donation, no matter how small the 
amount. Put your HEART into your follow up. Tell them why you are 
doing this. Make it personal; explain why this cause, this experience, and 
this commitment are important to you. Someone might donate to you 
because they know you and want to support your reasons for doing this. 

• Change or add a “Signature” on your outgoing emails to include your 
fundraising page link to subtly remind people you are still fundraising. 

• Update your social media networks with information about your 
fundraising efforts e.g. Facebook, Instagram & Twitter. 

 
4. FUNDRAISERS 

They are just excuses to have a party! Think of something that you and your friends 
and/or family like to do, and make it a benefit to help you get to the top of Big Blue 
this fall. 
 

 
 
 

THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN YOU PLAN A FUNDRAISER…. 
• What type of fundraiser 
• Where to have it 
• When to host it 
• How many people to invite 
• Cost to you 
• Price per person to turn a profit 
• Number of people you need to invite to turn a profit 
• How are you going to invite people  
• How much help are you going to need 

 

 
 

Key elements of a fundraiser: 
• Start planning early! Promote your event!  

o Get the word out to everyone!  
o Be sure to send out reminders as your event nears 

• Use email invites (Evite/Facebook) to spread the word quickly and cheaply.  
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benefit concert 
kids’ backyard camp out  
kick ball tournament  
dodgeball tournament  
softball tournament  
rock band tournament  
iron chef competition 
trivia party 
board game tournament 
pay for casual dress day at work  
sell something on eBay 
concession stand during a - 
busy sports tournament 
taco/fajita/margarita night  
  
 
 

mini golf tournament  
house cleaning  
gardening 
pet sitting 
raffle off tickets to a game you can’t attend 
benefit concert 
mow your neighbor’s lawn  
sell a craft 
sundae party  
pool party 
potluck at work 
be a designated driver for the night and ask your - 
friends to donate their cab fare 
lemonade stand 
 

o Tell each guest to bring a friend or two.  
• Do something you enjoy 

o Only host a dinner party if you enjoy cooking! 
o Only organize a volleyball tournament if you love playing volleyball! 

• Decide how you will collect donations 
o Charge a flat rate or ask for suggested donation  

 For example: Have a dinner party and ask people to donate what they would      
have spent on a night out at a restaurant OR have a BBQ and ask guests for a      
donation of $10 to attend. 

• Increase your revenue! 
o Include a silent auction or raffle to increase donations at your event 
o Pass around a jar at the event and ask people to donate their change 
o Sell 50/50 tickets (sell raffle tickets for cash and draw one ticket at the end of 

the night. The winner splits the pot! 
 

Here are some great fundraising ideas!  

Not everything on this list will appeal to you.  Pick something that sounds fun 
and start planning! If you need help on how to plan a great fundraiser, contact: 

Jennica Lambert at jhowes@riverbendnaturecenter.org 
 

 

raffle a gift basket at work  
bake sale 
garage sale  
silent auction 
pub crawl  
karaoke night 
wine & cheese party 
bachelor & bachelorette auction  
grocery store collections 
hot dog stand 
candy sales 
golf tournament  
bingo night 
retro movie night  
craft show  
holiday bizarre  
car wash 
snack basket at work  

bowling tournament  
scrap book party dinner party 
art auction 
volleyball tournament  
dog wash 
dog fashion show  
movie night 
chili/spaghetti cook off  
Amazing Race around the city 
sell water on a hot day at a busy park 
offer up babysitting by donation  
pizza party 
day of beauty at local day spa  
poker tournament 
mystery wine auction 
pedi party  
bbq cook off 
pancake breakfast 
 

mailto:jhowes@riverbendnaturecenter.org
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Sample Letters, Emails, and Social Media Posts 
Feel free to personalize by adding your own story! 

 
Fundraising Templates for Donor Ask 

 

Sample Letter 

Hello Family and Friends, 

I have signed up to do something that many of you may think is crazy. I have joined Over The 
Edge in support of River Bend Nature Center. Over The Edge is much like it sounds. I will stand 
on the roof of Big Blue in downtown Wichita Falls and go Over The Edge to rappel 12 stories to 
the ground! I'm not making this up…check out the event website 
here http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/. 

I am not asking you to rappel the building with me but I will need your support to get to the 
top. I am not only pledging to go Over The Edge, but I am also committing to raise $1,000 for 
River Bend Nature Center. RBNC's mission is to connect people to the natural environment of 
Texas. Last year they connected 40,000 people with nature. Help me enable RBNC to inspire 
more people to treasure the natural world around them! 

How can you help? By making a 100% tax-deductible donation today on my fundraising page 
here (insert the link to your personal page here!) I have until September 22nd to raise money! 

You can go Over The Edge too! Check it out here http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/. 

You may also send checks or money orders made out to River Bend Nature Center at: 

River Bend Nature Center 
P.O. 3674  
Wichita Falls, TX 76301 

Make sure to put my name in the memo line! 

Please help me support the great work that River Bend is doing. I promise to rappel Big Blue 
in return! 

Thank you for supporting River Bend Nature Center and helping me to go OVER THE EDGE! 

Sincerely, 

(insert your name here) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/
http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/
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Sample Email 

 

SUBJECT 
Help me go Over The Edge for River Bend Nature Center! 
 
EMAIL BODY 
Hello Family and Friends, 

I have signed up to do something that many of you may think is crazy. I have joined Over The Edge in 
support of River Bend Nature Center. Over The Edge is much like it sounds. I will stand on the roof of Big 
Blue in downtown Wichita Falls and go Over The Edge to rappel 12 stories to the ground! I'm not making 
this up…check out the event website here http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/. 

I am not asking you to rappel the building with me but I will need your support to get to the top. I am not 
only pledging to go Over The Edge, but I am also committing to raise $1,000 for River Bend Nature Center. 
RBNC's mission is to connect people to the natural environment of Texas. Last year they connected 
40,000 people with nature. Help me enable RBNC to inspire more people to treasure the natural world 
around them! 

How can you help? By making a 100% tax-deductible donation today on my fundraising page (Check it 
out here (insert the link to your fundraising page here). I have until September 22nd to raise money! 

You can go Over The Edge too! Check it out here http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/. 

You may also send checks or money orders made out to River Bend Nature Center at: 

River Bend Nature Center 
P.O. 3674  
Wichita Falls, TX 76301 

Make sure to write my name in the memo! 

Please help me support the great work that River Bend is doing. I promise to rappel down Big Blue in 
return! 

Thank you for supporting River Bend Nature Center and helping me to go OVER THE EDGE! 

Sincerely, 

(Your name here) 

Social Media Posts 

Help me go Over The Edge for RBNC! Help me reach my goal to bring environmental science programs to 
more than 20,000 students and 20,000 visitors this year. I promise to rappel down Big Blue in return! 
Donate to my page here → (insert your link here) #OverTheEdgeforRBNC #RBNC #OTERBNC 

I have joined Over The Edge in support of River Bend Nature Center! Help me reach my goal and enable 
RBNC to inspire more people to treasure the natural world around them! Donate to my page here → 
(insert your link here) #OverTheEdgeforRBNC #RBNC #OTERBNC 

Please help me support the great work that River Bend Nature Center is doing. I promise to rappel down 
Big Blue in return! How can you help? By making a 100% tax-deductible donation today on my fundraising 
page. You can go Over The Edge too! Check it out here (insert the link to your fundraising page here). 
#OverTheEdgeforRBNC #RBNC #OTERBNC 

 

http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/
http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/
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Thank You Templates for Your Donors  

Email Templates 

Subject 

Thanks for helping me go Over The Edge! 

Email Body 

Hi [Donor Name], 

Thank you so much for your generous donation and helping me go Over The Edge for River 
Bend Nature Center! Because of you, they will bring environmental science programs to 
more than 20,000 students and 20,000 visitors this year and inspire stewardship and 
conservation of the natural world. You're not only helping me to reach my fundraising goal, 
but you're making a real difference for the community of North Texas and Southern 
Oklahoma. 

This is such a worthy cause and I'm proud that we're on the same team. 

I'll keep you posted on our progress. In the meantime, check out River Bend Nature Center. 
They're doing great work! You can go Over The Edge too! Check it out here: 
http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/. 

Thanks again for your donation! 

(Insert your name here) 

Social Media Posts 

You're amazing, thank you for your support! Thanks to all who donated to my fundraiser so 
far! I promise to rappel down Big Blue in return! Donate to my page here → (insert your link 
here) #OverTheEdgeforRBNC #RBNC #OTERBNC 

Questions? Contact: 
Jennica Lambert 

940-767-0843 
jhowes@riverbendnaturecenter.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/goovertheedge/
mailto:jhowes@riverbendnaturecenter.org
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OTE FAQ’s 
Who can participate in Over The Edge? 
Anyone with a desire to support a worthy cause and enough courage to go Over The Edge is welcomed to participate! There are a 
few requirements: Participants must weigh between 100 and 300 lbs., and raise a minimum of $1,000. No prior experience is 
necessary- just enough courage to go Over The Edge of Big Blue! 
 

How many people do we need to make a team? 
Two or more individuals that sign up under a team name and have raised $1,000 are considered a team. If teams have multiple 
members and raise $1,000 only one person will be allowed to rappel. If you raise $2,000 two people can rappel etc. There is no 
limit to the number of team members you have, keeping in mind there are only 90 spots available for the event. 
 

If I am part of a team, do we rappel at the same time? 
Event organizers will do their absolute best to schedule your teammates’ rappels as close together as possible. Please keep in  
mind scheduling is on a first-come, first-serve basis and it may not be possible to schedule everyone in subsequent order.  Please 
also note that at most events there are only two ropes on event day, so even if you are scheduled together, it is not possible to have 
more than two individuals rappel together at the same time. 
 

What happens if it’s raining on event day? 
Typically, these Over the Edge can operate in rain. When rain, lightning, wind or heat become extreme, the event will 
be delayed at least 10 minutes from the last observed strike or sound of thunder or until these conditions ease and    
are deemed safe by event personnel.  Event organizers will reach out to all participants if weather affects rappel 
time.   

Once you have signed up for your rappel, we will notify you in case of a full day rain delay. Note: Rain dates are always 
the following day of the scheduled event. Over The 
Edge day is Sep. 22 and if it’s canceled due to 
weather; Sep. 23 will be the alternate event date. 
 

What can I expect on event day? 
Please arrive one hour prior to your rappel time at Big Blue. 
RBNC volunteers will be onsite to direct you and take you 
through the staging area to training and then your 
rappel!  After you have successfully completed your 
challenge you are free to watch other rappels or leave the 
event. Don’t forget to sign up for next year! 

How long will it take? 
From registration to rappelling, your “thrill of a lifetime” 
should take approximately 1.5 hours.  The actual rappel will 
average 10 minutes but could be as long as 20+ minutes 
depending on the individual’s rappelling pace.  Afterwards, 
you are welcome to stay and cheer on other participants! 
 

What time is the event? 
Over the Edge at Big Blue starts at 9 am to 5 pm. 
Rappellers will also receive an email from RBNC 
confirming your rappel time one week leading up to the 
event. 
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What should I wear? 
Please wear comfortable clothing and closed-toe shoes.  You will be provided with helmets, harnesses and all other rappelling 
equipment needed. If you are dressing up, please run your outfit of choice by RBNC organizers before event day to ensure it 
complies with safety regulations.  Please also note all personal items including cell phones, and cameras must be left at 
registration. 
 

Where does the money go? 
The money you raise goes towards furthering the mission of River Bend Nature Center. 
 

How long do I have to raise the funds? 
You have until September 22nd to raise the $1,000 minimum. Should you not meet this minimum fundraising amount by event 
day and still wish to rappel, you will be required to pay the remaining amount before you will be permitted to take part in your 
rappel.  
 

What happens if I am unable to secure the $1,000 minimum? 
If you do not have 50% of your $1,000 ($500) by two weeks prior to your rappel you will be contacted by us to discuss 
your progress and your ability to raise the funds by event day. We’re here to help you! There will also be incentives and 
contests throughout the event that you can participate in to lower the minimum. 
 

Will I get a tax receipt? 
All donations will automatically get a tax receipt if run through our online donation system. Offline donations will be 
mailed tax receipts. 

Can I raise money offline? 
Yes, simply bring or mail any cash or checks made payable to River Bend Nature Center. Remember to bring full 
names and addresses for tax receipting purposes, and to write the rappellers name on the check. 

What if we raise the money and decide we no longer want to rappel? 
All monies raised are considered a donation to River Bend Nature Center and are non-refundable. If you or someone 
on your team does not wish to rappel on event day, you may offer a replacement to rappel in his/her place provided 
appropriate waivers are signed and they have registered on the site with RBNC staff. 

What is Over The Edge? 
Over The Edge is a special events company that provides signature events for non-profit organizations around the world. Business 
leaders, individuals, and community members are invited to raise donations in exchange for the experience of going Over The 
Edge of a prominent building. This unique event generates front page news, raises thousands of dollars and provides participants 
with a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Over The Edge is responsible for all technical aspects of the event including the insurance, 
professional staff, and rappelling equipment. Their mission is to create a legacy with a 10-year goal to help non-profit 
organizations throughout North America raise $50 million dollars. 

How do I guarantee my spot? 
You can reserve your spot to go Over The Edge by filling out a Credit Card Security Deposit Form. If you haven’t reached the 
fundraising minimum by the Sept. 22nd deadline your card will be charged the difference. For example, if you raise $950 by Sept. 
22nd, your card will be charged $50.00 and you’ll be able to go Over The Edge! 
 

Is Over The Edge safe? 
Every Over The Edge event’s set up as an industrial work site that is OSHA compliant and based on IRATA and SPRAT rigging and 
safety best practices. We use industrial equipment that is similar to the gear used by professionals in the rope access industry. Our 
event staff includes some of the best and highly trained rope access technicians in the world. Our impeccable safety record is a 
testament to these high standards. Each event site has a comprehensive Site Inspection & Safety Plan completed and if every 
potential risk cannot be mitigated, then the site will simply not be approved. For a more detailed explanation click here. 

http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Credit_Card_Guarantee_Form.pdf
http://riverbendnaturecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Over-The-Edge-Safety.pdf
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OTE Offline Donations 
First/Last Name Address Email Donation Date 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 


